Introduced by Council Member Gaffney: 

RESOLUTION 2008-356
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING ANDREW JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL FOR ITS EIGHTY-YEAR TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE IN THE JACKSONVILLE COMMUNITY; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Andrew Jackson High School has been an academic beacon on our community’s Northside since it opened its doors in the fall of 1927, with over thirty thousand students having graduated from its hallowed halls since the presentation of its first graduating class in June, 1928; and


WHEREAS, Andrew Jackson High School has completed an historic eighty years of proud service, and will present its eighty-first graduating class in June, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the list of graduates of Andrew Jackson High School demonstrates its phenomenal scholastic legacy and includes one Governor of Florida and one Lieutenant Governor of Florida; four City of Jacksonville Mayors; numerous School Board representatives, City Council members, State Representatives, State Senators, and Florida Supreme Court Chief Justices; judges; attorneys; NASA space engineers; business leaders; motion picture executives and movie stars; writers for major news publications; Grammy Award winners; a Pulitzer Prize winner; thousands of civil servants, law enforcement officers, fire fighters, teachers, and professors; ministers; doctors; inventors; architects; professional athletes; and many who made a career of military service; and


WHEREAS, Andrew Jackson High School was home to over three hundred individuals who gave their lives in defense of our country, and to many others who gave their lives in the line of duty as fire fighters and police officers; and

WHEREAS, thousands of the Fighting Tigers of Andrew Jackson High School remain fiercely loyal to their Alma Mater, recognizing the innumerable educational and social benefits they enjoyed while in its shadow and under the tutelage of its outstanding corps of professional teachers and administrators; and


WHEREAS, the graduates of Andrew Jackson High School are well-known in Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida, the United States, and throughout the entire world as dedicated and faithful citizens, eager and ready to provide the solid foundations upon which successful communities are built; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commend Andrew Jackson High School for its eighty-year tradition of excellence in the Jacksonville community, making it a source of pride and worthy of honor.


Section 2.

The City Council does further thank Andrew Jackson High School for its numerous contributions to the overall life of our community, wishing it many more years of continued success in its mission to educate and provide hope for our young citizens.


Section 3.

Rule 4.901 Emergency.  Emergency passage is requested pursuant to Rule 4.901 (Declaration of Emergency), Rules of the Council, with the nature of the emergency being that the City Council meeting of May 13, 2008, is the final opportunity to enact the resolution prior to an alumni reunion celebration scheduled for May 24, 2008.

Section 4.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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